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Stranger Wth The Mel odi es
Harry Chapin
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#This file is the author s own work and represents their interpretation of the #
#song. You may only use this file for private study, scholarship, or research. #

From dsb@sustat. nps.ohio-state.edu (David S. Bl unmenthal)

Stranger Wth The Mel odi es Harry Chapin
As recorded (approximately :) ) on Legends of the Lost and Found

I nf ormati on:
TAB: one space equals one eigth note

[tab]main pattern repeats through out song (note variations at end of choruses):
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[tab]end of verse progression:
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[/tab]

other verse pattern (I don t know the pick pattern, so | just strumthese):
Bm F Am Em
F Em G A A7 A6 A

| ast chord:

D (final)
[tab]E ADGBE
X 0 o[/tab]
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I NTRO
D DG DE DA
D DG DE DA

[tab] D
It was nmy first night in that roomn house,[/tab]
[tab] DG
in the last roomdown the hall.[/tab]
[ tab] D E
| heard a hoarse voice, and an old guitar,[/tab]
[tab] D A
comn through the paper thin walls.[/tab]
[tab] D
A crazy nonsense nursery rhyne, [/tab]
[tab] DG
it did not mean a thing.[/tab]
[tab] D E
But for the first of what was to be a thousand tines,[/tab]
[tab] D A
this is what | heard himsing.[/tab]
CHORUS:
[tab] D
Hold that "D' chord on the old guitar,[/tab]
[tab] DG
till I find the "G "[/tab]
[ tab] D E
Drop it down to old "E" mnor,[/tab]
[ tab] DA D DA
till the "A" chord rolls back honme around to "D."[/tab]
[tab] D DG
| had to lay there listening, it seened he was in the room[/tab]
[tab] D E DA
The stranger with the nelodies, singin there in the gloom]|[/tab]
[tab] Bm F
And he repeated it over and over again, such a soft and sinking sound.[/tab]
[tab] Am Em
It was kind of like a music box that was slowy windin down.[/tab]
[tab] F Em
And he sang it, he humred it, he whistled it, and he strumred it.[/tab]
[tab] G A A A7 A6

He | aughed it, and he cried it. He did anything but hide it.[/tab]

CHORUS:
[tab] A D
Hold that "D' chord on the old guitar,[/tab]
[ tab] DG
till I find the "G "[/tab]
[tab] D E

Drop it down to old "E" minor,[/tab]
[tab] DA D DA



till the "A" chord rolls back honme around to ne.[/tab]

[tab] D DG
So | lay there in that |unpy bed, counted choruses instead of sheep,[/tab]
[ tab] D E DA
till 1 banged on the wall and out | called, "Hey bub, | need sone sleep."[/tab]
(D) (stop pattern, just base) (G
A sudden void of silence, then | heard that hoarse voice say,
[tab] (E) (A D (resune pattern) DA
"It werent so long ago, boy, they paid me to play.[/tab]
[ tab] D DG
So | said, "It s kind of late for music, sir. Two hours till it s
daylight."[/tab]
[tab] D E DA
He answered, "I need ny music nost in these dark hours of the night.[/tab]
[tab] Bm F
You see | ve tried gettin high on sonethin , son; it only brings nme down.[/tab]
[tab] Am Em

Stayin dry don t work out better, boy, cause ny eyes get wet and |
drown. [/t ab]

[tab] F Em
Wn t you please let nme continue, and | |l be in your debt.[/tab]
[tab] G A A A7
A6
You see | mnot singin to renenber, son. | mjust singin to forget.[/tab]
CHORUS:
[ tab] A D
Hold that "D' chord on the old guitar,[/tab]
[tab] DG
till | find the "G "[/tab]
[tab] D E
Drop it down to old "E" minor,[/tab]
[tab] DA D D(strum D(strum A
till the "A" chord rolls back honme around to ne.[/tab]
[tab] C G
That s when | said, if | msupposed to listen to you, sir,[/tab]
[tab] C G
one qui ck question, then.[/tab]
[tab] F C A

Wiy in the hell do you sing one song, over and over agai n?[/tab]

(spoken) And this is what he said.

[tab]D D D DG
| gave her the nusic, son. She gave ne the words.[/tab]
[tab] DE DA
Together we d wite the kinds of songs the angels nmust have heard.[/tab]
[tab] D DG

O course, we d fight like cats and dogs; life aint no rosebud dream [/t ab]



[t ab] D E D A

Still, where ever we d go, everybody d know, we were truly a team/|[/tab]
[tab] D DG
| cant remenber nowif | d done her wong, or if she d done wong to ne.[/tab]
[tab] D E DA
Still, all | knowis when | let her go, it did not set ne free.[/tab]
[tab] Bm
That s when | said, "You sound |like what s-his-nane."[/tab]
[ tab] F
He said, "That s who | am [/t ab]
[ tab] Am
But you can t wap a nane around you boy, [/t ab]
[tab] Em
cause it really don t nean a damm. [/t ab]
[tab] F Em
You see, a song don t have no neanin , when it don t have nothin to say.[/tab]
[ tab] G A A AT A6 A
What she could do was magic, son. Al | can do is play.[/tab]
[tab] D
He started singin again, that s when | drifted off,[/tab]
[tab] DG
and maybe | d dreaned what | d heard,[/tab]
[tab] D E
about the stranger with the nel odies,[/tab]
[tab] DA
who d gone and | ost the words.[/tab]
CHORUS:
[ tab] D
Hold that "D' chord on the old guitar,[/tab]
[tab] DG
till | find the "G "[/tab]
[tab] D E
Drop it down to old "E" minor,[/tab]
[tab] DA D D(final)
till the "A" chord rolls back hone around to "D."[/tab]
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